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What is 
human 

trafficking? 

Exploitation of human 
beings through force, 
fraud, or coercion, for 
the purposes of 
commercial sex or 
forced labor wherein a 
third party makes a 
profit.

A victim DOES NOT 
have to be moved from 
place to place to be 
considered a trafficked 
person.



Smuggling vs. 
Trafficking

Smuggling vs. 
Trafficking

Trafficking

 Does not require movement

 Crime against an individual

 Criminal Law

 State, Federal, or 
International Law

 Involuntary

Trafficking

 Does not require movement

 Crime against an individual

 Criminal Law

 State, Federal, or 
International Law

 Involuntary

Smuggling

 Movement

 Crime against a 
country

 Immigration Law

 Federal or 
International Law

 Voluntary

Smuggling

 Movement

 Crime against a 
country

 Immigration Law

 Federal or 
International Law

 Voluntary



Human trafficking involves the use 
of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some 
type of labor or commercial sex act.

Human trafficking involves the use 
of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some 
type of labor or commercial sex act.

ForceForce

FraudFraud

CoercionCoercion
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Most traffickers use psychological means such 
as, tricking, defrauding, manipulating or 

threatening victims into providing commercial 
sex or exploitative labor.

-Polaris Project, 2018
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How Traffickers Operate

Most commonly, traffickers are known by their victims 
and use a grooming process to build trust and isolate 

them from already formed relationships.

22 USC 7102



One Face of a VictimOne Face of a Victim

Theresa FloresTheresa Flores
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Although a common misconception that only women 
and girls can be victims of sex trafficking, 36% of 

identified victims are boys
- US Institute Against Human Trafficking (usiaht.org)
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 Human trafficking is a 
$150 billion global 
industry, after drugs 
($360 billion) and 
guns ($375 billion) 
(Trafficking in Persons 
Report, 2021).

 Victims originate from 
almost every region of 
the world; the top 
three countries of 
origin of federally 
identified victims in FY 
2017 were the United 
States, Mexico, and 
Honduras. 

“You can sell a human 
10, 20, 30 times a day. 
You can’t sell drugs or a 
firearm that many 
times.” 

–Dr. Holly Atkinson
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Ohio is the 5th leading state for rate of 
reported cases of human trafficking and 
5th for total number of cases (2021)
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1. Mississippi
2. Nevada
3. Missouri
4. District of 

Columbia
5. Ohio 

3.84/100,000

1. California
2. Florida
3. New York
4. Michigan
5. Ohio



 Demand
 Drugs (especially 

heroin, 
methamphetamine, 
fentanyl)

 5 interstate highways
 Most truck stops in the 

nation
 Within 1 day drive to 

major cities
 Rural w/transient 

population
 Large immigrant 

populations
 Language barriers
 Undocumented 

w/lack of trust

Why Ohio?
Ohio Human Trafficking Task Force and the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center



 Often looks like other crimes such as sexual assault, 
domestic violence, theft, drug trafficking

 Average age of entry into sex trafficking is 12-14
 Studies suggest that up to 90% of runaway youth 

become involved in the commercial sex industry

Within 36 hours on the streets, 1 in 3 runaway teens will 
be recruited into some form of trafficking



Who are the victims?

ANYONE can be susceptible to trafficking regardless of race, 
class, education, gender, age, or citizenship when forcefully 

coerced or enticed by false promises.

“When people are struggling with their finances, struggling 
with poverty, loss of work, childhood trauma and abuse, 
homeless or a young person who’s not safe at home and 
ends up on the streets or couch surfing, all those things can 
lead to you being exploited by a trafficker—and those 
people are in every town.”

Rebecca Ayling, Project Director

New Hampshire Human Trafficking Collaborative Task Force



 High unemployment
 Poverty
 Crime
 Discrimination
 Cultural Acceptance of 

Practice
 Prior History of Sexual 

Assault/Abuse (94%)
 Runaways/Homelessness 

(1 in 5)
 Child Welfare 

Involvement (93.5%)
 Foster Care Placement 

(60%)

 Substance Use (79%)
 Communities of 

Vulnerability (LGBTQ, 
Undocumented, Etc.)
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US Trafficking in Persons Report, 2021
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 Physical/Sexual abuse
 Poverty
 Homelessness
 Food insecurity
 Addiction

Pull:
 Love
 Security
 Money/Wealth
 Job opportunities
 Freedom
 Distorted information 

about destination
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 Refers to boyfriend as “Daddy”

 Mentions keeping  late night or unusual hours

 Another person always speaks for them

 Inconsistent stories related to injuries

 Unable to clarify where they live or is unsure of current location
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When people are vulnerable, the trafficker will 
find a way to use their needs to control them.
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 Not uncommon for familial trafficking cases to 
involve intergenerational trafficking

 Familial victims are presenting as younger than 
third-party victims

 Familial trafficking may occur first by a family 
member and later by a third party

 More common in families living in poverty and/or 
experiencing severe opioid use disorder

 Often undocumented youth working 3rd shift

 Prevalence is higher in more rural parts of the state
Improving Outcomes, RTI Nov. 2024
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 65% mother, 32% 
father

 81% drugs as 
currency

 29% drugs used as 
control tactic

 45% rural

 Abuse severity 
higher in rural cases       

Cole, J. & Sprang, G., 2018
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 24% were in foster care

 48% ran away (physical abuse/sexual 
assault)

 80% were sexually abused as children by 
family, foster parent, close family friend

 100% physical violence in the home or 
foster care

Depaul College of Law, 2010 “25 Ex-pimps in Chicago”
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Hamilton county – April Corcoran gave sex with dtr for drugs and got 51 years

 Drug addict mother April Corcoran traded daughter for drugs | news.com.au — Australia’s leading news site

Youngstown man arrested in Human trafficking sex sting operation 

 Police arrest pastor of Niles church in human trafficking sting - WFMJ.com

Niles woman gets 10 years for trafficking a minor for sex 
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Jeremy Mack from Elyria got life in prison for trafficking four woman (including 16-year old) for sex

 Elyria Man Sentenced To Life In Prison For Human Trafficking | USAO-NDOH | Department of Justice

Toledo Man – sex trafficking 

 Toledo Man Sentenced to 15 Years in Prison for Human Trafficking — FBI
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87.8% of human trafficking survivors reported having contact with a 
healthcare provider while they were being trafficked

 63.3%  Emergency Department

 29.6%  Planned Parenthood

 22.5%  Regular Doctor

 21.4%  Urgent Care Clinic

 19.4%  Women’s Health Clinic

 19.4%  Neighborhood Clinic

- Laura J. Lederer and Christopher A. Wetzel,                                                                         “The 
Health Consequences of Sex Trafficking”
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places that a trafficked person is likely to visit 
outside of their trafficking environment 

A medical encounter may be the victim’s chance 
at safety
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checking phone/Patient supporter won’t leave)

Don’t discount the possibility that                      
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“I am concerned that some of your symptoms 
may have been caused by someone hurting 
you….”

“I don’t know if abuse is a concern for you, but 
many of the patients I see are dealing with 
abusive relationships, some aren’t comfortable 
bringing it up so I routinely ask…….”
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Estimates show that the 
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Death often is a result of 
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malnutrition, overdose or 
suicide.
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Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
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Barriers to Seeking ServicesBarriers to Seeking Services
 Limited availability of and access to services
 Fear of retaliation by the trafficker
 Repercussions of disclosure
 Cultural disinclination
 Shame or guilt
 Readiness for treatment/escape
 Lack of transportation
 Affordability
 Does not view self as victim
 Isolation



The OneEighty Domestic 
Violence and Sexual 
Assault Hotline is available          
24 /7:

800.686.1122

For minor victims, contact the
Children’s Advocacy Center:

330.262.1063
330.466.1159

To report suspected 
trafficking and seek 
victim services…



Additional Resources

• Trafficking in Persons Report (2021), United States State 
Department

• Ohio Human Trafficking Task Force 
www.humantrafficking.ohio.gov

• Polaris Project 
www.polarisproject.org

• Salvation Army 
www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/combating-human-
trafficking

• Central Ohio Rescue and Restore Coalition 
www.centralohiorescueandrestore.org

• U.S. Department of Justice
www.justice.gov/criminal


